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A Message from the Desk of the State 
Deputy 

My Dear Brothers in Christ:


Pleasant Greetings as we enjoy the splendid last few days of 
Summer!


A lot of First happened last month:


The 138th Supreme Convention of the Knights of Columbus, was held virtually all over the world 
and had broaden our outlook of what it is to serve on our mission amidst this pandemic.

The theme of this year’s Convention is Knights of Columbus, Knights of Fraternity. 


Good news is that Fr McGivney will be beatified on Oct. 31,2020, in CT.


A preview of what lies ahead on this pandemic, is that we have to use our on demand resources 
more than operating digitally, online and through social media.


I’d like to Thank our Supreme Representative, Ken White for his earnest support and guidance 
during the Convention proper.


Special thanks to our State Chaplain Father Manny Guico and Officers for facilitating the last minute 
of shifting gears on venues, in the interest of our Attendees’ health and safety by putting this virtual 
and hybrid meeting together locally in Las Vegas (Christ The King Catholic Community Center).


In the face of uncertainties make 
dynamism a passion for action 


 
 
For most of us this pandemic taught us to be more resilient to ourselves and others so much, and it 
is high time to give Leadership of each Districts and Council a push, with Mentorship from the 
State. 


With the challenges posed by this pandemic we must step up to develop new ways as this fraternal 
year progresses.


This is where Our Leave No Neighbor Behind Program can be utilized by every Council.
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Follow the rules of the locality/government, church mandates to avoid the spread of the virus. 
Protect the vulnerable, ill and elder members of society. 


Use Faith in Action for families in need, participation in food drives, feeding the homeless, praying 
the rosary sessions (in church or virtual). 


It doesn’t mean that when we surpass these that we are on the safe side...and ahead right now that 
we had dodged the first wave.


The second and third will be more formidable and may find yourself in the wayward, so it still meant 
that we should be cautious at most times.


What do we look at everyday, when we wake up first is to Thank God that we are alive and well. 
Next is to look for the report on how our Nevada State is faring out in terms of membership intake 
and standing. 


Just likened to any spectacle or life endeavor, you and your team wouldn’t want to end up at the 
bottom of the page, instead be a part of the leader board, where setting the pace and stake for high 
challenge, begins.  This is where coaching and mentoring comes in imperatively to boost our efforts 
as a team in obtaining new Brother Knights.


It is indeed a duty of every Brother Knight to recruit eligible Catholic man into the Order. This will 
lead us to achieve our goal and stay focused to grow our State Membership, and build up each 
Council to be a Star Council and Star District Award.


Last month was by far the most productive as such we have had recruited the most number of new 
Brother Knights into the Order in several masses proactively and interactively by on demand online 
recruitment (with the month long promotion of free membership enrollment courtesy of the 
Supreme) from a few Parishes and Councils. 


Our deepest gratitude to those who had helped recruited and will be recruiting, most especially the 
laudable efforts of our Membership Director (pro-tem) and State Chaplain Fr. Manny Guico, who has 
been instrumental and a major part in the big push in our State Membership Growth, verbatim with 
his recruitment infamous words, ”You can run but you cannot hide.” 


Having the 6,000th member to this day, in our roster is just the beginning, after all breaking the 
proverbial 15 years gap was a feat considering the pandemic and limited church attendees and 
restrictions.


A little anecdote here, on the lighter side - What is your favorite childhood memory? 

No paying bills.


Clearly, we must try to get more eligible Catholic men to join the Knights, as this was intended by 
our Founder Michael J. McGivney for the widowed spouse and families to be able to tide through 
hard times.    When we invest in Knights of Columbus insurance, we pay a small premium but give 
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us peace of mind in the long run. Talk or schedule an appointment with one of our Field Insurance 
Agents to set your goals.


A September to remember- Upcoming Events and then some:


Sept. 05- St./Mother Teresa of Calcutta

Sept. 07- Labor Day

Sept. 08 - Our Blessed Mother Mary’s Birthday

Sept. 14- The Exaltation of The Holy Cross

Sept. 15- Our Lady of Sorrows


We will continue to plan ahead, with ongoing Church Recruitment drives, in coordination with your 
Parish and Pastor. District Deputies and Grand Knights are encouraged to be present participate at 
most Church drives to inspire and set the pace for recruitment.


Keep Christ in Christmas- please support this Evangelization program, to your Councils. Every 
Grand Knight/Council should’ve received a blast email by now with the promotion and products 
available, a good fundraiser for your Councils that can be done online.  He is the reason for this 
season!


In closing, “There is no better time to start anything in the realm of reality today, as making our 
efforts run a productive present onward to the future.”- TP


Vivat Jesus!
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Leadership Positions 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Nevada State Officers 2020 - 2021  
State Deputy 	 	 	 	 	 	 Toni F. Pascua

State Chaplain 		 	 	 	 	 Rev. Manny Ramirez Guico

State Secretary 		 	 	 	 	 Joe Haun

State Treasurer 		 	 	 	 	 Meynard Infantado

State Advocate 		 	 	 	 	 John Long

State Warden 	 	 	 	 	 	 Tom Villardi 

Associate State Chaplain	 	 	 	 Rev. Gerald R. Grupczynski, SChr.

Immediate Past State Deputy 	 	 	 	 Thomas Thorn 

State Executive Secretary 	 	 	 	 Al Cuccinelli


District Deputies / Councils 
District 1	 	 Councils 978, 4997, 7322, 16207	 	 Mathew Mareno (7322)

District 2	 	 Councils 4928, 10577, 12877, 14588	 	 Herbert Melendez (4928)

District 3	 	 Councils 4828, 6688, 13897, 13924	 	 Steve Schiwart (4928)

District 4	 	 Councils 4781, 12845, 13842, 13944	 	 Michael Houdyshell (12845)

District 5	 	 Councils 2380, 2511, 2666, 11512	 	 To Be Announced 
District 6	 	 Councils 5448, 9437,9899,13691	 	 Luis Herrera (9437)

District 7	 	 Councils 1340, 11179, 13754	 	 	 Charles Reifsnyder (1340)

District 8	 	 Councils 2828, 9102, 13392	 	 	 Gerry Rockwell (13392)

District 9	 	 Councils 10442, 10780, 14144, 14784	 	 Raymond Foster (10442)

District 10	 	 Councils 3741, 13456, 14820, 15061	 	 Matthew Garnes (13456)

District 11	 	 Councils 7708, 8078, 8282, 12690	 	 Richard Menard (8282)

District 12	 	 Councils 5693, 11029, 12543, 14544	 	 Dennis Murtaugh (14544)


Other Nevada State Officers 2020 - 2021 
State Program Director	 	 	 	 	 George Minter

State Vocations Committee Chairman	 	 	 Ray Pelletier

Webmaster & Communications Director 		 	 Kenneth J. Sawyer

State Training Coordinator 	 	 	 	 Ed Verceles

State College Council Coordinator 	 	 	 Don Cortez

State Young Adult Chairman 	 	 	 	 Lance Pascua

State Budget Committee Chairman 	 	 	 ST Meynard Infantado

State Disaster Committee Chairman 	 	 	 Jesse Chmielewski

State Public Relations Chairman 	 	 	 Bob Cameron

Health Services Chairman 	 	 	 	 Dr. Thomas D’Amato 

State Historian 		 	 	 	 	 J. Michael Brady 

State Newsletter Editor 		 	 	 	 Al Cuccinelli
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State “Faith in Action” Program Chair 
State Faith in Action Program Chairman 	 	 Dan St. Pierre 


State FAITH “Faith in Action” Programs 
State Faith Program Director 	 	 	 	 Catalino Cabe

State Fr. McGivney Guild Chairman 	 	 	 PSD David Ryan

State Keep Christ in Christmas Committee Chair	 Charles P. Reifsnyder

  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Marty Bushman, Co-Chair

State Seminary Education Fund Committee Chair	 IPSD Thomas Thorn

State Vocations Committee Chairman 	 	 	 Hilarion Cordero Jr

Reno Diocese Holy Family Prayer Committee Chair	 Mark B. Foxwell

Holy Family Prayer Committee Chair (Las Vegas)		 Vacant

State (North) Silver Rose Run Committee Chairman	 Steven P. Schiwart

State (South) Silver Rose Run Committee Chairman	 Charles P. Reifsnyder


State COMMUNITY “Faith in Action” Programs 
State Community Program Director 	 	 	 Raymond Brewer

State Campaign for People with Intellectual 

Disabilities Committee Chairman	 	 	 John Suchewski

State Special Olympics Committee Chairman 	 	 John Suchewski 

State 365 Club Committee Chairman	 	 	 PSD Ray Gardea

State Convention Committee Chairman 		 	 Tom Villardi 

State Legislative Committee Chairman 	 	 	 Mark B. Foxwell

Council Retention Committee Chairman 	 	 Joe Williams

Las Vegas Diocese Military & Veteran Committee Chair	 Robert Hartman

Reno Diocese Military & Veteran Committee Chair	 Pete Commerford

State Recognition Committee Chairman 	 	 Daniel Mathews 

State Audit Committee Chairman 	 	 	 IPSD Thomas Thorn

State Round Table Committee Chairman 	 	 Charles P. Reifsnyder 

State New Council Development Committee Chair	 Sammy Dagher
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State FAMILY “Faith in Action” Programs 

State Family Program Director 	 	 	 	 Al Pena

State Marian Hour Committee Chairman 	 	 Mark B. Foxwell

State Athletic Events Committee Chairman 	 	 Daniel Barry

Las Vegas Catholic Citizens Essay/Poster Contest 

Committee Chairman	 	 	 	 	 Jim Shurtliff

Youth Director 	 	 	 	 	 	 Michael Caudell

State Squires Committee Chairman 	 	 	 George A. Minter

Soccer and Free Throw Chairman 	 	 	 Robert Hartman

Vegas Culture-of-Life Service Program Director 		 Michael Gagnon

Reno Culture-of-Life Service Program Director	 	 Mark B. Foxwell

Keep Christ in Christmas Program Chair 	 	 Digna Pena


State Membership Directors / Chairs 
State Membership Director 	 	 	 	 Rev. Manny Ramirez Guico /Tom Villardi 

Online Membership Chairman 	 	 	 	 Lance Pascua

State Member Retention Committee Chairman 	 	 Phil Holquin

State Recruitment Committee Chairman 	 	 Ray Troik	 

State Shining Armor Award Committee Chairman 	 Dennis Murtaugh

State Council Reactivation Chairman	 	 	 Tom Howerter

LV Diocese Insurance Promotion Committee Chair	 Stephen Melancon

State Ceremonials Director 	 	 	 	 PSD David Strait

State Council Retention Chairman	 	 	 Joe Williams

State Hispanic Council Growth Coordinator 	 	 Vacant

State Hispanic Development Committee  Chairman 

	 Reno	 	 	 	 	 	 Herbert Melendez

	 Las Vegas	 	 	 	 	 Jesus Sanchez

State Filipino Development Coordinator 

	 Reno	 	 	 	 	 	 George Michael Alvendia

	 Las Vegas - South	 	 	 	 Pro Edillo 

	 Las Vegas - North	 	 	 	 Francis Dayao
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Supreme Council Announcements 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A Message from the Supreme Knight 

A SURE PATH FOR RENEWAL 

THE CHALLENGE OF REFORM AND PRESERVING UNITY WITHIN THE 
CHURCH CALLS FOR NATURAL AND SUPERNATURAL VIRTUE 

EARLIER THIS YEAR, I attended the consecration of a beautifully restored 
church. As the Blessed Sacrament was placed in the new tabernacle, I 
thought of the Ark of the Covenant, which was the place of God’s presence among his people, 
beginning in the time of Moses. Now, in the New Covenant, the Lord’s true presence is a reality 
wherever Mass is celebrated and wherever the Eucharist is reserved.


As Catholics, we may take this reality for granted today, but the initial reaction to Jesus’ discourse 
on the bread of life was one of disbelief — the Jews saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?” and his disciples saying, “This is a hard saying, who can listen to it?” Most of his disciples 
actually left, and Jesus then turned to the Apostles: “Will you also go away?” As we know, Peter 
answered, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life” (Jn 6:68).


Jesus’ question remains painfully real in light of the devastating scandals that have recently rocked 
the Church and the declining church attendance among Catholics. And if Jesus’ question has new 
relevance, so does Peter’s answer. If we were to turn away from the presence of the Lord, where 
would we go?


There is a growing trend, especially among young people, to say that we can be “spiritual” while 
also rejecting organized religion. Pope Benedict XVI addressed this issue in his encyclical Spe Salvi 
(Saved in Hope) when he asked, “Is Christian hope individualistic?” He answered that “salvation has 
always been considered a ‘social’ reality,” adding that we are called “to a lived union with a 
‘people,’ and for each individual it can only be attained with this ‘we’” (14).


We see this social reality, this unity within the Church, most beautifully in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament in the hundreds of thousands of tabernacles throughout the world. And this call 
to communion is especially important for us as Knights of Columbus, committed this year in a 
special way to the principle of unity.


As we pray for and seek renewal in our Church today, I am reminded what the 18th-century British 
statesman Edmund Burke said about institutions in need of reform. He argued that the virtue of 
prudence is necessary to find the right combination of “conservation and correction.”
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We should keep in mind Burke’s recommendation of prudence. In the foreseeable future, however, 
the most important of the cardinal virtues may not be prudence but fortitude, which the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church defines as “the moral virtue that ensures firmness in difficulties and 
constancy in the pursuit of the good” (1808).


And as St. Thomas Aquinas taught, fortitude is dependent upon yet another virtue: justice — 
certainly today, justice for the victims of sexual abuse and their families as well as justice for the 
People of God.


Indeed, all four of the cardinal virtues — prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance — will be 
necessary to achieve “correction” while preserving the unity of the Church.


In Spe Salvi, Pope Benedict further reminded us: “God is the foundation of hope. … His love alone 
gives us the possibility of soberly persevering day by day, without ceasing to be spurred on by 
hope” (31).


In the days ahead, therefore, let us rededicate ourselves to the practice of the moral virtues and 
pray for an increase in faith, hope and charity. In this way, we will continue to move forward, 
meeting whatever challenges may arise.


The Lord remains in the midst of his people, and he will never abandon us. He calls us to unity. He 
calls us to virtue. And in him, we will find a sure path for renewal.


Vivat Jesus!
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State Officers Announcements 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State Deputy August 2020 Highlights 

Check Presentation 
to His Excellency 
Bishop George Leo 
Thomas of Las Vegas 
Diocese During the 
Seminarian Sending 
Forth Mass at the 
Christ the King 
Community Church, 
Las Vegas

State Officers with Las 
Vegas Diocese 
Seminarians
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Donation to Pasig Diocese 
(Philippines) Theologian 
Education Funds

Road to 6000

August, 2020 Membership 
Drive in Action
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Recruitment Drive at Holy 
Spirit Church

Membership Drive at 
Christ the King 
Church, Las Vegas
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6000th Knight of Nevada State Council

We signed up our 
6,000th Member – 
Online Member 
Brother Knight Grato 
Catolico.

Photo shows (left to 
right) Al Pena - State 
Family Director, Toni 
Pascua - State 
Deputy, Father Manny 
Guico - State 
Chaplain/State 
Membership Director 
and Meynard 
Infantado - State 
Treasurer during one 
of our Membership 
Drives.
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State Chaplain’s Message 

Dear Brother Knights:


Peace be with you! 


Hope that you are all taking care of your health, the well-being of your 
family members and reaching out to the needy in your community and/
or Parish Community. By now our Councils and members should have adjusted our meetings & 
pastoral programs during these months of limited in-person contacts. We need to create and 
attempt "innovative activities" that we've not tried. Contact and coordinate with your Pastors, 
Chaplains, Deacons and Parish Staff on how we as Knights can assist  and contribute in the 
"protocols" welcoming parishioners back to attend daily & weekend Masses.


Our State Officers & Nevada Knights continue to financially support seminarians not only in the 
Diocese of Reno and Las Vegas. State Deputy Toni Pascua delivered the check of $8,000 to Bishop 
George Leo Thomas and another check of   $4,000 to Bishop Randolph Calvo. I personally am very 
grateful for the assistance ($2,000) that you had given to support one Seminarian (studying 
Theology) to Bishop Mylo Vergara   in the Diocese of Pasig, Luzon, Philippines. Another $600 was 
donated to "BAHAY PARI" (retirement house of 6 retired & elderly diocesan priests) of the Diocese 
of San Jose, Nueva Ecija, Philippines - the Diocese where I belong and incardinated. I wish to 
express my heartfelt gratitude. Keep all our Bishops, Priests and Seminarians in our prayers. Let's 
continue to pray for more vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life.


Finally put in your calendar TWO IMPORTANT EVENTS: 1) on October 15th (Thursday) Council 
#2828 will sponsor their "ANNUAL CLERGY APPRECIATION DINNER". More details to follow due to 
the uncertainties during this pandemic. 2) On October 31st (Saturday) the CANONIZATION of 
Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney, founder of the Knights of Columbus will take place in New 
Haven, Connecticut. Watch for more details to be announced.


Stay safe! Be healthy! Be smart! Vivat Jesus!


Father Manny Ramirez Guico


Nevada State Chaplain 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Supreme Family of the Month Announcement - 
July 2020 

Brothers,


Congratulations Fallon Council 4828 on the Family of Anthony 
Cordova being selected Supreme's Family of the Month for Nevada. 


Thank you to the 3  councils (4828, 4928,14784) that thought their 
Family of the Month was worth submitting for consideration.


Vivat Jesus,
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Philippine Seminarian Assistance - Fundraising 
Final Count 

Dear Brother Knights:


Here's the breakdown of donations.


Vivat Jesus!
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Father Manny R. Guico 

Nevada State Chaplain

Knights of Columbus Nevada State Council 027 
 

Fundraising for Pasig Diocese, Theologian c/o Father Manny Guico       

Donor Council  Amount Type Check 
Number 

 

WSW Tom and Gigi 9102 $500.00 Check  12439 
 

Our Lady  of the Desert Council 12877 $150.00 Check  1792 
 

Christ the  King Council 14144 $150.00 Check  1833 
 

St Anthony  of Padua  Council 14544 $150.00 Check  1072 
 

PGK Bassam  (Sammy)  Dagher 13456 $100.00 Check  1808 
 

PGK Gerry  Rockwell 13392 $100.00 Cash   
 

DD#  10 Matt Garnes 13456 $60.00 Cash   
 

DD#  9 PGK Luis Herrera 9437 $50.00 Cash   
 

WSVC Dave Ryan & Tracy   $200.00 Check  518 
 

Deacon Dave Walker 9899 $100.00 Online 
Payment 

  
 

Fallon Council 4828 $100.00 Check 4975  
2828   $100.00      
13924   $50.00      

 Sub-total $1810.00          
Nevada State Council Contribution $690.00           
Total Collection  $2,500.00     
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A Message from the Fr. McGivney Guild 
Chairman 

Father McGivney Guild 

The cause for the canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney was 
opened by the Archdiocese of Hartford on December 10, 1997. 
Simultaneously, the Father McGivney Guild was established to gather 
and disseminate information on the life and legacy of this parish priest and founder of the Knights of 
Columbus. Fr. Gabriel O’Donnell, OP is the postulator of McGivney’s cause as well as director of the 
Guild.


On March 15, 2008, Pope Benedict XVI approved a decree recognizing the heroic virtue of Father 
Michael J. McGivney. The pope’s declaration significantly advanced his process towards sainthood 
and gives Fr. McGivney the distinctive title of “Venerable Servant of God.” Soon to be Blessed 
Father Michael McGivney.


To quote Supreme Knight Carl Anderson, “All of us who are members of the knights of Columbus 
are profoundly grateful for this recognition of the holiness of our founder. The strength of the Knights 
of Columbus today is a testament to his timeless vision, his holiness and his ideals.”


If you are not a member of the Guild, you can become one by signing on to Nevada State Council – 
Uknight and go to the Father McGivney Guild link to participate in promoting devotion to this 
Servant of God, or complete the application found in every issue of Columbian magazine. Anyone 
can join the Guild – encourage family members, prayers groups and friends to join us. Favors 
received through Father McGivney’s intercession are signs of God’s love manifested through the 
holiness of his life. The Guild serves as a source for information about the life, works and spirituality 
of Father McGivney. This year we encourage every Council promote the Father McGivney Guild at 
every Exemplification and every meeting. We especially encourage having sign-up sheets and 
application forms at every Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity. 


The Guild distributes information materials about him, receives reports of favors granted through his 
intercession and oversees the distribution of relics. Guild members receive regular updates on the 
progress of Father McGivney’s cause for canonization, the Honors of the Altar and are invited to 
participate in promoting devotion to this Servant of God. His cause for sainthood needs your 
prayers and involvement even more today than ever. Become part of the effort for the canonization 
of our founder by joining the Guild today.


Grand Knights are asked to become aware of those Knights in their Councils that are not currently 
Guild members and be prepared, with an application, to encourage them to become members. It is 
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highly recommended that Grand Knights or their delegate approach each new Knight and 
enthusiastically offer Guild membership. Knights can become members by signing up online.

God bless the efforts of our Guild members, Venerable Servant of God, Father Michael J. McGivney, 
pray for us.


Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney 

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, 
you called your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of 
Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their 
neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, 
Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and building 
up his Body which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love 
so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We 
humbly ask that you glorify your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney 
on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, 
grant the favor I now present (here make your request). Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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A Message from the Nevada General Agent 

Worthy Brothers,


July saw the Order’s first-ever Virtual Field Agent Sales Conference, 
which focused largely on new-member recruitment. Our Agents look 
forward to sharing many conference takeaways with your Councils in 
greater detail, but here are a few of the highlights:


• We saw a new video testimony from General Agent Dan Schachle, whose son Mikey’s healing 
was the miracle approved for Fr. McGivney’s beatification. Our Founder is still protecting 
Catholic families! 


• In April, Standard & Poor’s gave the Knights a 1st-place ranking for financial strength and 
stability among North American life insurers. Along with 48 consecutive years of A.M. Best’s 
Superior rating, this evidences the fact that a company can remain a top contender in the 
financial world while remaining true to its Catholic values.


• Last year, over 15% of our Field Force qualified for the Million Dollar Round Table, an 
organization comprised of the top 2% of financial professionals in the world. Most companies 
are happy to have 3% of their Agents qualified, which displays the caliber of men our Order 
attracts.


• Improvements in Home Office procedures and Agency management structure will allow Field 
Agents to provide better service and better protection for Catholic families, as well as allowing 
us to work with Catholic business-owners to a greater extent than ever before.


• As an example of tangible improvements, an online customer service portal is scheduled to 
launch by year-end.


• In life insurance news, the recently launched Protector NLG policy offers a permanent death 
benefit with a lower premium than our standard whole life product. It is an excellent tool for 
estate planning and funding special needs trusts, among other uses.


• Finally, an exciting new offering will provide expanded solutions to our members as KC 
Catholic Mutual Funds launch in early 2021!


Beginning this fraternal year, there is no longer a quota of new insured members required for the 
Founders and Star Council awards. 


Instead, Council will need to co-host two Fraternal Benefit Knights (FBK) events with its Agent.  
Multiple Councils can receive credit for the same FBK event, provided that each council 
substantially promotes the event. 


This new system was in development long before the pandemic, with test cases running in several 
Agencies last year, but COVID caused Supreme to accelerate its launch. 
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The past few months have proven that this system will produce greater collaboration between 
Agents and their Councils and will also better promote our top-notch fraternal insurance 
organization. 


So, Brothers, I encourage you to appoint one officer—perhaps the Membership Director, as this is a 
natural recruiting opportunity—to take the lead on planning these events with your Field Agent. I am 
confident that every Council can earn a Star this year! 


Vivat Jesus!


Kevin Tuuri, General Agent
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A Message from the State Recruitment 
Chairman 

Worthy Brother Knights,


Happy Labor Day, HARD WORKING CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN MEN!  
September begins with Labor Day. Actually September 7th is the day. I 
challenge our Councils to LABOR ON RECRUITMENT/RETENTION. 
Recruitment is bringing in new blood. There are a ton of great me who 
“want to be one with us”; they just don’t know it yet. Fr. Manny has 
brought in a # of Catholic Christian Men. We have to discover their 
strengths and incorporate them into our program or start a program THEY can run. 


I figure we have a good month to prepare for our GREATEST RECRUITMENT DRIVE EVER. Mid 
October would be wonderful. #1. Get our pastors involved. #2. Write out what Father could say at 
the beginning; after the homily and at the end of Mass. [That way ANY Priest could HELP in 
recruitment.] Grand Knights, you could even offer the Pastor/priest an incentive for every man who 
signs up. Be creative! 25 October would be GREAT! 2 great commandments: Be a knight to love 
God and to truly do for our neighbor. Gentlemen, you’ve got it made: convince your Pastor to have 
the membership drive on 24/25 October. Organize the council TO BE PRESENT. Easy to write up 
the material for Masses utilizing the readings. Be present and show the men of God how they can 
love God and their Neighbor BETTER by being a Knight of Columbus!!!!


I believe the above is plenty for September. I would urge you to MAKE MEMBERSHIP HAPPEN by 
emphasizing “Leave No Neighbor Behind”. That’s our program. That’s a goal of a TRUE KNIGHT OF 
COLUMBUS!
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A Message from the State Faith in Action 
Program Chairman 

Worthy Brother Knights,


First, let me introduce myself to those who don't know me.   I am Dan 
St. Pierre (FDD, PGK) and I am the Nevada State Council's Faith in 
Action Coordinator for this year.


The State Council is attempting to aggressively promote Faith in Action 
(FIA) in Nevada and I am here to help.   Working through you or your 
council's program director, I am going to promote certain activities that will help your council earn 
the Columbian Award and subsequently Star Council.   My intention is to highlight (with a timeline if 
necessary) the basic steps to accomplish several of the FIA programs.   I have gone through the 
programs and ranked them based on resources required.  If you are a large council, please attempt 
to accomplish the programs that require more resources in funding and manpower.   If you are a 
small council, there is plenty still to do that requires only a few members and really at no cost.


With your help, I will be tracking your events in a calendar that I hope to also post to the State 
website.  If I know about an activity, I will also send out reminders for upcoming events to the 
broader State leadership.   The reason for the tracking is fundamentally to advertise your event to 
neighboring councils.   It is nice to hear about a great event you held, but it is better to know in 
advance and then we can attempt to increase participation.  That way small councils can attend 
(and get credit for!) the larger events held by larger councils and vice-versa.   Charity, Unity and 
Fraternity in action by inter-council participation. 


Admittedly my vision for this has been hampered by the COVID isolation, but we must get creative 
and get going; Leave No Neighbor Behind.   So far through August, I have been promoting some 
easy activities by direct email to the Grand Knights.  I would like to start filling the schedule going 
forward.   Please send me your plans, ideas and questions through your Grand Knight or Program 
Director.   And, when your program is complete, please don’t forget to complete the reports for 
Supreme to get credit for your projects.


The best resource for you to learn more about FIA programs is to go to kofc.org and enter “Faith in 
Action resources” in the search field.  Let me know if you run into any issues.  I look forward to a 
great Fraternal Year.


Fraternally, 


Dan St. Pierre 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A Message from the State Retention Director 

Implementing your Retention Strategy 

Brother Knights, 


At this point and time, your council should have implemented its 
Retention strategy.  The Grand Knight should have appointed a Retention Chairman and his other 
Service Program Personnel on Form 365 and submitted it to Member Management by 1 August 
2020.


Many of you Knights have heard the same information being put out, time after time.  Yet, we still 
seem to have Knights that lose interest.   Member retention begins as soon as they complete their 
formation degree Charity, Unity and Fraternity.  From the start, new members should be encouraged 
to be active and to participate in its virtual meetings, socials, and weekly rosaries.  Inspire the new 
member, mentor him in becoming committee chair person to assist in the success of its council 
goals.  Inform him and promote the Shining Armor Award.


To qualify for the “Shining Armor Award” new Knights must during their first year of membership:

• Be involved in at least three council service programs

• Attend at least three council business meetings

• Receive their Second and Third degrees (Completed with new Formation Degree)

• Meet with their council’s insurance representative

• Recruit at least one new member


Always make it a point to contact the new member.  Let him know all the information regarding the 
meeting whether it’s going in person or to a virtual meeting.  If the new member becomes inactive in 
council activities, try to find out why. Call and ask to visit with him. Explain your concern about his 
absence and offer support or assistance.  


If the Knight becomes in danger of being suspended, his proposer should work with the retention 
committee to find out the reasons for his lapsed interest and to work to conserve his membership. It 
is our responsibility to maintain a strong, friendly and fraternal atmosphere among Knights and their 
families, of your councils.


Thank you, and stay safe!

	 

Fraternally,
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State Historian Report and September 2020 
“Knight in the Light” 

Brother Knights 

We rejoice as our Councils’ can have live meetings again! 

Other updates are as follows: 

1. I will be in contact with our District Deputy’s and Grand Knight’s to make sure each Council has 
a respective Council Historian, for this new Columbian year and going forward.  The Council 
Historian will assist the State Historian in reaching into the respective Council archives for 
access to the significant events or activities of the Council and Brother Knights.  In some 
Councils this role will reside with the Grand Knight, due to size of Council membership.  Please 
be prepared to discuss who is best suited for this position in your Council.  As always, this is 
your chance to tell and record your Council’s continuing story!


2. In concert with our second term Worthy State Deputy Toni F. Pascua and myself, we 
recommend Councils setting up a “cloud based” storage system for each Council’s records, 
photos, activity accounting, etc.  The continuity of record keeping can then be documented/
updated over the continuing “Columbian Year” by the Council Historian.


3. To accomplish the infill of Past State Deputy’s Biographical information, from 2000 to the 
current Columbian year; I will continue to work with resources from Supreme and PSD Ray 
Gardea to collect and archive this information.  As mentioned before, we have received 
Biographical information for several PSD’s. 


Please use my email address: historian@nv-kofc.com to assist in adding any historic 
documentation, as indicated above, to capture the Nevada State history of our Fraternal Order.  I 
look forward to continuing to work with my Brothers. 
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Knights of Columbus History Fact:  


Did you know: 

There is a Canonization Guild for the Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney.  You can join at the 
following website: www.fathermcgivney.org


Father McGivney to be Beatified on October 31, 2020 in Hartford, Connecticut.


Sainthood is a life of humility and good works!  Let your light shine before men in such a way that 
they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven. – Matthew 5:16


A Guild has been established to advance the cause for the beatification and canonization of Father 
Michael J. McGivney.  The Guild continues to gather evidence on Father McGivney’s reputation and 
character as a servant of God.  As a Knight of Columbus, you are encouraged to join our founder’s 
Guild. 


“The source of our brotherhood is found in the heart of a zealous young priest and from that heart 
followed a movement that neither time nor adversity has destroyed”


Father Gabriel B. O’Donnell


J. Michael Brady, State Historian


Nevada State Council 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“Knight in the Light” 

WPSD Sir Knight David M. Ryan, PSD, FDD, PFN and PGK 
2010-2012 

Raised on a farm in western Kansas, he was the next to the youngest of 11 children, five brothers 
and five sisters.   On 5 December 1964, he joined Knights of Columbus council 2647 in Colby, 
Kansas taking all three degrees.  He was elected to the position of inside guard in May 1965 but 
resigned in May 1966 to join the United States Air Force.  


SK David served in the U.S. Air Force for the next 26 years serving in the Vietnam theater from June 
1967 to January 1969 and again from February 1972 to August 1973 as a weapons mechanic 
certified to load munitions on F-4, F-100, F105, F-111, OV-10, A1E and B52 aircraft.  His last 
overseas assignment was in Pakistan from May 1988 until June 1990 as the operations coordinator 
for the Defense Intelligence Agency, in the Defense Attaché Office U.S. Embassy in Islamabad.  
David retired on 1 June 1992 from Nellis Air Force Base as the Maintenance Superintendent of the 
57th Equipment Maintenance Squadron.


Military decorations include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Air Force Meritorious Service 
Medal with four oak leaf clusters, Air Force Commendation Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, 
Vietnam Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters, Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with one Oak 
Leaf Cluster, Vietnam Campaign Medal, and Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm.


As a member of the Knights of Columbus Sir Knight David M. Ryan held office in both the council 
and assembly and served as Grand Knight of council 10442 and Faithful Navigator of Assembly 611 
in Las Vegas.  He joined the first-degree team for council 5693 as the DGK in 1981.  He is certified 
and remain active in all four degrees.  From 1996 - 1998 served as the District Warden for District 9 
in Nevada.  From 2002 - 2004, served as the State Retention Chairman and in June 2004 David was 
asked to assume the duties as District Deputy for District 9.  My district exceeded our membership 
and insurance quotes by 1 December that year and he was recognized as the District Deputy of the 
year for 2004-2005 and 2006-2007 fraternal years. As District Deputy, he instituted council 14144 at 
Christ the King parish and started the round table at the Newman Center at the University Nevada 
Las Vegas, now council 15061.  In May 2007, SK David was elected as the State Warden, May 2008 
to the position of State Advocate and in 2010 as State Deputy.  Nevada achieved Circle of Honor for 
the 2011-2012 fraternal year. 


During the 2013 – 2014 fraternal year he served as the State Membership Director and the State 
again achieved Circle of Honor.  SK David had to resign as the State Membership Director to 
assume my duties as the District Master. 


As State Deputy, he introduced the ultrasound program into Nevada and placed two machines 
during his term as State Deputy.  He continues to serve as the main contact for the ultrasound 
program in Nevada. 
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Nevada has placed six machines in the three centers in Nevada that meet the requirements of the 
program with the latest ultrasound machine being a mobile machine in at First Choice Pregnancy 
Services in Las Vegas.     


Sir Knight Ryan was elected to the board of directors for First Choice Pregnancy Services in April 
2012 and termed out per by-laws in 2019 after seven years on the board.  


In 2014, He was appointed Master of the Nevada District.  Since that appointment four new 
assemblies have been added and membership has grown from 23.6 percent to 27.4 percent of the 
members in the state.  With the introduction of the Star Assembly Award in 2015-2016 fraternal 
year, Nevada had four Star Assemblies or 8% of the Star Assemblies in the Order’s initial year.


On 1 September 2019 he was appointed as the Vice Supreme Master for the St Junipero Serra 
Province.


J. Michael Brady, State Historian


Nevada State Council 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A Message from the State KCIC Chair 

Dear Grand Knight, Officers, and Council Members;


Please allow me to introduce myself.  I am Digna A. Pena, President of 
Ladies Auxiliary Council #14144 and Chairman of Keep Christ in 
Christmas (KCIC) program for the state of Nevada.  I am pleased to write 
you today with information about Keep Christ in Christmas program.


The annual Keep Christ in Christmas program has a two fold benefit to your council and parish 
community. It promotes the focus of Christmas on the birth of Christ and enables your council to 
support a charity of your own choice with profits raised. In addition to the beautiful assortment of 
Christmas cards (including a variety of ethnic selections), there are several other seasonal items 
available. All these items are offered to assist you in your council’s evangelization to “Keep Christ in 
Christmas.”


The best card value is the CIC-2020A Sales Assortment Case-35 assortment boxes, 25 brochures 
and 2 Christ is Christmas magnets, which can be purchased for a special price of $145.00 (regular 
cost is $174.50). A Spanish assortment  of 21 assorted boxes and 4 Spanish car magnets SP-
DB-20 is also offered at a special price of $76 (regular cost is $83). The special price is only 
available until September 25, 2020. So, I must receive your orders NO LATER THAN  FRIDAY, 
SEPTEMBER  25, 2020.


Attached are the following forms and brochures to assist you in making selections and placing 
orders:

	 - Order Forms.  - Product brochure

	 - Council KCIC Info Sheets (return this with your order)


My contact information is printed on the order form. On the second page of the order form there are 
several “Sales Aids”   that are available and a list of “Shipping Charges” for items. These costs must 
be carried forward to the the front total and a check made out to the “Knights of Columbus” and 
payment must be received with the order form.


The Keep Christ in Christmas program enables the Knights of Columbus to be front runners in 
promoting our Catholic Christian values in our communities. Thanking you in advance for helping 
our families preserve the true message of Christmas in visible and practical displays for the 
celebration of the incarnation of Christ to the world.


Your Sister in Christ,


Digna A.Pena

Nevada State KCIC Chair 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A Message from the State Young Adult 
Chairman 

My Dear Brother Knights: 

Hello there, it’s Lance Pascua, State Young Adult Outreach Chairman 
for The Knights of a Columbus Nevada State Council.


What do you do amidst this pandemic, aside from embracing the new 
norm of avoiding crowds? 

Stay home, distancing, maintaining space, cleaning, masking and many more.


Stay home - Charity begins at home. Do office work virtually and use technology to facilitate the 
means of communication.  


I correlate this with online recruitment for new Brother Knights. For every opportunity that may 
present itself interactively, just ask every eligible Catholic men who can join us.


Have you asked any of your family members, sons, cousins, relatives, friends, classmates, 
neighbors or co workers?


As we have been more domesticated, gone were the old ways to go out for entertainment, eat out 
and stuff like that as we spend more time at home learned to get back to basics i.e. cooking meals 
more then often and reconnect with homies via virtual like our meetings.


Just like the masses daily and every Sunday we still belong to our domestic church albeit virtually, 
or hybrid.


Next one will be to mentor our new Brother Knight recruit/s, to make them a step closer to the 
church/parish as they take their degree and be a part of our brotherhood. 


Knights of Fraternity (the recently concluded 138th Supreme Convention theme), held virtually and 
locally in Las Vegas.


Speaking of The Supreme Convention, I’ve had the pleasure of attending last year’s 137th held in 
Minneapolis, MN and for the 4 days and together with our Nevada Delegation, we had been most 
blessed with the experience to be a part of it all. 


Cleanliness (and more of it sanitizing and hand washing often) is another safety and important way 
of avoiding the spread. As the saying goes, “Cleanliness is next to Godliness.” 
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What a better world to live in if everyone will do their part in a self explanatory way! 


Masking - a protocol which can save face literally, as it covers and protects you and me.


Don’t forget though to arm yourself in prayer everyday.


The list goes on, and next time, my dear Brother Knights will talk about something different, how 
may I be of help to you today? 


For the meantime, go the distance (no pun intended) for safety.


Make everyday count, be well and be blessed.


Keeping you in my prayers,
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Assembly/Council Announcements  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Assembly 2820 Wins Patriotic Award at 
Supreme National Convention 

Congratulations to Assembly 2820 for winning this National Award.  
Special recognition also needs to go to PFN John Boland, PFN 
Bob Sotelo and FN Fred Smith who were very involved in the project, 
along with several others.  


Assembly 2820 was one of several 4th Degree Orders to win this 
Patriotic Award for the "Bikes for Veterans" sponsorship. 


The Assembly actually won this award about 20 years ago, so it great to bring it home to Nevada 
again.


Past FN Bob and FN John meet with FNG Team to check out the 
bike donated by the Assembly.





Past FN Bob checks out the bike as group looks on.





WFN John takes the bike that the Assembly donated for a ride in 
the street along with others riding various bikes.
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Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity, 
at Christ the King  

Brother Knights,


On Monday, September 28, 2020 our council’s Exemplification Team will 
be holding an Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity.  The event 
will take place at Christ the King just after the 8:30 AM San Lorenzo Ruiz Mass.  


Christ the King Catholic Community

4925 S Torrey Pines Dr, 

Las Vegas, NV 89118


Grand Knights and Financial Secretaries with candidates attending are asked to provide Rosaries 
and the KofC pins for all of their candidates attending.


We welcome all new members and those seeking to attain their Second and Third Degree.


Business casual attire please.  Guests are welcome. 


Point of Contact:

 


Bernie Iwasczyszyn

sgmberniei@gmail.com

(702) 445-3113


Vivat Jesus!
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Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney 

Pray for Us
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